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INTRODUCTION

The Ad Hoc Mechanism for Reporting on the Current State of Human Security in Serbia is an
expert-driven initiative, established on January 22, 2025, in Belgrade.”

The goals of the Ad Hoc Mechanism monitoring are to systematically collect, analyze, and inform
the public about the current state and threats to human security, human rights, and freedoms in Serbia.
The findings for the given period are presented to domestic and international audiences in the
corresponding Ad Hoc Mechanism Report.

This Report on the current state of human security, human rights, and freedoms in the
Republic of Serbia covers the period from January 15 to March 31, 2025.

The Report is the result of monitoring and analysis of the causes, actors, and consequences of
ongoing events such as protests, unrest, and riots, as well as the lack of action of state authorities and
conduct of all involved parties — with a particular focus on the respect for human rights, freedoms, and
security of citizens. It also includes data and analysis of patterns and actions that pose a risk of
strengthening the radicalization of political activity, as well as violent extremism.

The Report addresses the practice of using existing mechanisms to monitor and inform both the
domestic and international public and institutions about threats to human rights and freedoms, the rise of
radicalization in public and political life, as well as incidents of violence and torture. It also addresses
the standards of the Council of Europe, the UN, and the European Commission. Special attention is
given to the actors involved and consequences of using emergency mechanisms.

The Ad Hoc Mechanism applies a multidisciplinary methodology in its research and analysis of
the events and data under observation. The approach includes methods of data collection, classification,
and analysis. Sources of information are publicly available documents, official statements, statistical
reports, and analyses of state institutions, particularly: the president of the Republic; national, provincial,
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and local assemblies; the Government of Serbia and the Government of Vojvodina; mayors and, when
necessary, other levels of executive power; judicial institutions: courts; public prosecution; the Ministry
of Internal Affairs, especially the police, gendarmerie, and BIA; the General Staff of the Serbian Armed
Forces, the Military Security Agency (VBA), and the Military Intelligence Agency (VOS); the
Constitutional Court of Serbia; independent state institutions (the Protector of Citizens — Ombudsman,
the Commissioner for Information of Public Importance and Personal Data Protection, the Anti-
Corruption Agency, the Commissioner for Protection of Equality); key social and political players
(citizen and student movements, civil society organizations and initiatives, trade unions, the Serbian
Orthodox Church, NGOs); electronic and print media; political organizations (political parties of the
ruling coalition, parliamentary opposition parties and non-parliamentary parties, political movements,
and initiatives).

The Ad Hoc Mechanism applied a multidisciplinary methodology for researching and
interpreting data and events subject to monitoring and reporting. The process included the collection,
classification, and analysis of data. Sources of information included publicly available documents,
statements, statistical reports, and analyses from government institutions—specifically, the President of
the Republic of Serbia; national, provincial, city, and municipal assemblies; the Government of Serbia
and the Government of Vojvodina; mayors; and, when necessary, other levels of executive authority.
Judicial institutions were also included, such as courts and public prosecution, as well as the Ministry of
the Interior, particularly the police, gendarmerie, and the Security Intelligence Agency (BIA); the
General Staff of the Serbian Armed Forces, the Military Security Agency (VBA), and the Military
Intelligence Agency (VOS). The Constitutional Court of Serbia and independent state institutions were
also part of the data sources—namely, the Protector of Citizens (Ombudsman), the Commissioner for
Information of Public Importance and Personal Data Protection, the Anti-Corruption Agency, and the
Commissioner for Protection of Equality. Additionally, the analysis took into account the actions of key
social and political payers, including civil and student movements, civil society organizations and
initiatives, trade unions, the Serbian Orthodox Church, and NGOs, as well as electronic and print media;
political organizations, including ruling coalition parties, parliamentary opposition parties, non-
parliamentary parties, and various political movements, and initiatives. All sources were systematized
and processed according to the EUROSTAT methodology.

In the analysis of social and historical context, expert literature (monographs, articles, and
policy papers — analyses, etc.) was consulted; relevant domestic and international documents; data from
empirical research, as well as relevant sources from the media (both electronic and print). A
multidisciplinary approach was applied in processing these sources, primarily utilizing political science,
legal, sociological, and medical research methods.

In an effort to establish a methodological and thematic framework for comprehensive
consideration of the issues relevant for monitoring, reporting, and preparation of the Report, a
multidisciplinary approach was applied. The focus of the analysis is on the most important topics
necessary for understanding the condition and trends regarding human security, human rights, and
freedoms in Serbia.



