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a small surplus of about §11 million. In the govern-
ment's opinion, such deficit-free planning would
unprove Ukraine’s inrernational Hnancal reputation.
But parliament refused to adopt the dratt and intro-
duced amendments demanding addinonal allocatons o
pay wapge arrears to teachers, finance the agricultural
sector, and increase the financing of the presidennal
clection, President Kuchma vetoed the amendments,
but, on September 15, parhament overrode the veto,
forcing the gpovernment to prepare a new draft for
pathament’s consideration.

[n addinon, on 5¢:|1n:mb:~.r 8, Kuchma appealed to
the Constitutional Court, He argued that pares of the
Law on Forelgn [nvestment were unconstitutonal under
Are, 26, which mainruns, i essence, that all subjects are
equal under law (Article 150 of the Constiruton pives
the president standing before the Court) Kuchma
chjected, n parncular, to a provisson gving foreipn
investots the right to demand from the povernment
H.PL'EI.?L] guarantees of sr::.'uri.tj,' for thewr investments,

&

On May 30) the district court in Vyshhorod, in the Kyiv
replon, mnu]lcd the results of the Fvie mavoral elec-
non. According to the official r-esulta, the election was
won by Oleksander Omelchenko, the incumbent mavor,
The court, in response to an appeal by two losing candi-
dates, Hevhory Surkis and Mykola Hrabar, found
various violations in the campaign, including financial
irregularities and a lack of media access for the candi-
dares who lost. Omelchenko won 76.5 percent of the
vote, while Surkts gained 165 percent. President
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IUCOIMA registered nis protest,

On Hrp[embcr 14, parlamenr failed to ratify the
US-Ukrainian agreement on mutual legal assistance
in criminal cases {the apreement was sipned on July
22, 1998), "m:wz-m believe that the refusal to ratify
the agreement was connected with Lazarenko's stil-
unresolved case,

= While the Kosovo conflict
Yug“SIa“Ia settles o Serbia’s collective
memory, national attention has

shifted to the opposinon’s attempts to secure prompt
and free electons and to the serious crisis within the
Yugoslav federauon. The opposition has struggled to
quell the flerce rivalmes among 1ts vartous members in
order to develop a common political platform and create
a potitical force with the strength to pressure President
Slobodan Milosevic {Socialist Party of Serbia [SPS]) to
step down. Against the onset of winter and the fear of
cconomic devastation (in September inflation had
reached 30 percent and prices were soaring), opposition
senoment seetned finally to coalesce arnund three main
goals: pressuring Milosevic from office, either by public
demand for his resipnation or by i 1:u11111ng Jr“.pmchmr:nc
procedures in the federal p.lr]mm:.m. fornung a transi-
uonal povernment, preferably headed by Dreaposlar
Aveamovie, former governor of the national bank, that
would stand ready ro fill the gap when or if Milosevic
stands down; and holding early parliamentary and local
elecnions in Serbia, and, subsequently, on the federal
level, {Under the current parliamentary cycle, the next
elecuons are scheduled for 2001 But due to continued
bickering, the focus was not always on substantive issues,
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