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CULTURAL REVOLUTION AT SERBIA'S UNIVERSITIES

Abstract, In the article the author gives a critical review of the University
Law of Serbia that was adopted in May 1998. This law belongs to the
group of repressive laws and abolishes the autonomy of the university,
This law, inter alia, provides that the university is placed under the direct
control of the Serbian Government. The Law abolishes the possibility of
the university and faculties to autonomously decide on the election of the
rector and deans, as the rector and deans are appointed by the Government
without consulting the academic community. The rectors and deans now
have authority of a company director and the possibility to hire and fire
professors and assistants on grounds of discretionary authority and poli-
tical opportunism. The adoption of this law was accompanied by nume-
rous public protests.

Key words. University Law (1998). Serbia. University autonomy,
Repressive legislation.
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The Constitution of the Republic of Serbia (1990) guarantees *...freedom
to create and publish scientific works and works of art...” (Art. 33). The previous
University Law — passed in 1992 and abolished in the meantime — stipulated,
inter alia, that: “The University is an autonomous institution of science, arts
and education” (Art. 2). In order to ensure that the universily remains outside
of party politics as a prerequisite for a genuine academic autonomy and full
respect for the freedom of scientific and artistic creativity, this Law provided
that “political and religious organizations and activities at the university are
not allowed” (Art. 4),

The Serbian Law on Political Organizations (1990) stipulates explicitly
that ““political organizations can be set up and base their activities only on the
territorial principle™ (Art. 4). This Law explicitly forbids all forms of party
and/or political organizations and activities outside of the political parties them-
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