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The Dayton Accords is an exhaustive and complex political and legal
document which comprises, inter alia, numerous provisions on military and civi-
lian aspects of the peace settlement, measures to secure the stability of the region
and the manner in which the inter-entity boundaries are to be determined, condi-
tions for elections and the new Constitution of Bosnia-Herzegovina.! According
to the Concluding Statement by the Participants in the Bosnia Proximity Peace
Talks, the Peace Agreement for Bosnia-Herzegovina reached in the US Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton, Ohio, on 21 November 1995 (and signed in
Paris on 14 December), the delegations of the Republic of Bosnia-Herzegovina,
the Republic of Croatia and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia agreed on the
terms for the implementation of what was termed the General Framework
Agreement for Peace in Bosnia-Herzegovina and eleven, that is twelve agree-
ments more, constituting an integral part of the Accords as separate annexes.?

The nature of this peace agreement gives rise to numerous controversies
and debates, which are perhaps best defined by an American professor of our
descent: “a terrible peace after a terrible war™.> Two reasons are principally
responsible for this: first, the Dayton Peace Accords were signed by the selfsame
persons who held the power in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia and Serbia, that is
Yugoslavia, before the armed conflict, during the conflict and after the conclu-
sion of peace: secondly, in view of the status of the so-called entities, the Dayton
Accords de facto leave open the question of the prospects of Bosnia-Herzegovina
as a single state.

Nevertheless, it needs to be pointed out that, although the Dayton
Accords specifically address Bosnia, by the very nature of things, they also
address Serbia (Yugoslavia) and Croatia for the simple reason that the latter two
are also parties to this peace treaty. In other words, in addition to Bosnia-
Herzegovina, “the principles of the Dayton Agreement must be incorporated in
the system both in Serbia and Croatia (...) the results of the war will be there



to the enjoyment and protection of human rights, notably in the light of the exer-
cise and protection of the rights of refugees and displaced persons and diffi-
culties related to this exercise.

The Agreement on Human Rights (Annex 6)7, signed by the Republic of
Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the
Republika Srpska (the Parties) has 16 articles divided in three chapters: 1.
Respect for Human Rights (Art. 1); 2. The Commission on Human Rights (Art.
2-12) and 3. General Provisions (Art. 13-16) as well as a special appendix.

Annex 6 secures to all persons it addresses the highest level of interna-
gnnll}; recognized human nights and fundamental freedoms, including the right
to life, the rnight to liberty and security of person, the right to property, the right
to liberty of movement and residence etc. To ensure their enjoyment, a
Commission on Human Rights will be established, consisting of the Office of
Ombudsman and the Human Rights Chamber. The Office of Ombudsman and the
Human Rights Chamber shall consider, among other things, violations of human
rights and discrimination on any grounds, such as sex, race, colour, language,
religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, association with a
national minority, birth status, property status or other status arising in the enjoy-
ment of any of the rights and freedoms provided for in the international agree-
ments listed in the Appendix to this Annex.

The Office of Ombudsman will be an independent agency made of per-
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