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state adminiseration in Transcarpathia. Droves of MPs simply
eefused to comply with the new compatibilicy rule.
Parliamentary speaker Oleksander Moroz (Sociality Party
[SF]) asked a Kyiv city court to rule on the cases of 38 dual
office-helders—including  Environment Miniscer  Yurii
Kostenko and Deputy Foreign Minister Anton Buteyko—all of
whom refused to choose between their two roles. On
November 17, the Court ruled that ministerial officials cannot
retain their parliamentary seats. Those affected, in turn, asked
the prosecutor general to prosecute Moroz for abusing his
authority, claiming that he did not have the power to appeal
directly to the Kyiv court and that his action was abviously
politically motivated, as he chose to overlook compatibiliry vio-
lations by members of left-wing parties. Moroz said thar the dis-
pute should be solved by the Constitutional Court and has
already compiled a list, for the Consticutional Court's scrutiny
of MPs subject to dismissal for violating the incompatibility
provision of Art, 78,

According to Are. 79, MPs must swear an oach of alle-
plance on assuming office. Sixty-six members of Parliament,
including 58 members of the Communisc Party (CP),
declined to take the cath. Explaining his refusal to swear, CP
member Leonid Ganmash stressed thar Are. 79 required par-
liamentarians to take the cath “on assuming office.” Since
Garmash already holds office, he argues, he should not be
required ro take the oatch.

On Ocrober 15, Parliament approved Prime Minister
Pavlo Lazarenko's three-year sconomic plan. Calling for
massive support to key induscrial sectors, the plan postpones
land reform, Lazarenko also determined that che povern-
ment will only be able to pay off its 1.7 billion doilar wage
debt to publicsector employees in monthly installments of
117 million doltars. After che announcement of the plan,
two SP MPs, Naralia Vitrenko and Volodvmyr Marchenka,
declared a hunger strike, claiming that the plan is unconsti-
tutional and violates social and labor laws, MPs also demand-
ed raises in public sector wages and pensions. The govern-
ment's wage arrears continue to cause labor strite and affect
domestic policy in Ukraine. On Aungust 12, the Ministry of
Education announced that it was cutting enrallment at high-
er education institurions and laying off one-third of the
reaching staff at medical universities in order to help the
ministry reduce its backlog of unpaid wages. The coal mine
strikes that struck Ukraine last summer, it should he
recalled, were triggered by the governmene's failure to pay
the salaries of miners.

On November 3, local law enforcement agencies issued a
report stating that crime had fallen five percent in Ukraine
aver the last year, although investigations of corruption among
government othicials have jumped 32 percent. Just before the
announcement, on November 3, Yevhen Shcherban, reputed-
ly ene of the richese men in Ukraine and a prominent MP from
the Liberal Party (LP), was killed. Shcherban was the head of
Aton Transnational Trading Corporaton, a large enterprise
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which operates in the energy and metals sectors. Police otficials
claim that competitors for metal and gas markees were behind
the killing, alchough LP members and former Prime Minister
Yevhen Marchuk (Social Marker Choice facrion) allege that
the killing was politically motivated,

In late November and early
December, Belgrade witnessed mas-
sive demonstrations against the par-
tial nullification by the Serbian Supreme Court of the second
round of the Serbian municipal elections, Demonstrators have
dubbed their movement the “Yellow Revole,” in reference ro
the yolk left on government buildings from thrown eggs. The
Court’s nullification decision was issued on November 20,
one day after the release of the official election results which
gave the upposl.tmn coalition “T{wgcthrr" [E,au:d—mj & majoriey
of council seats in 15 out of 18 major cities throughout Serbia
including Belgrade, Nis, Novi Sad, and Krogujevac, Peritions
for nullificadien, which were filed by members of Slobodan
Milosevic's Serbian Socialist Party (SSPY, claimed that che
opposition won seats fraudulently and requesesd thae che
Serbian Supreme Court revoke dozens of the seats awarded o
the opposition throughout Serbia, The Court complied and
ordered a repeat ballot on November 27 in which che SSP
won a majority of seats on most municipal councils, including
Belgrade and Nis, Demonstrators poine out that Serbian
President Slobodan Milosevic ordered the nuilification
hecause of the poor shewing of his own S5P and that he then
rigged the results of the repeat ballat, In local elections, candi-
dates run in single-member districts and must gain 50 percent
of the ballots cast in order to be elecred. Run-offs are held in
districts where no candidate wins a majority of votes in the
firse round.

In the Movember 3 federal parliamentary elections, held
simultaneously with the first round of the local elections,
Slobodan Milosevic's 5SP and its Monetenegrin counterpart,
the Democrarc Parey of Socialists (DPS), together won B4 of
the 138 sears in the Federal Chamber of Citizens {lower
house). The opposition coalition “Together” won 22 seats. The
Serbian Radical Party (SRP) won 16 seats, the Montenegrin
National Parry 8, Alliance of Vojvodina Hungarians 3,
Vaojvodina Coalition 2, Social Democrats of Montenegro 1, the
Party of Democratic Action in Serbia {the Muslim party) 1,and
the Party of Democratic Action of Montenegro (the Muslim
party) L. Candidates ran on party lists and sears were awarded
on a proportional basis, Members of the upper house will be
elected by the Serblan and Montenegrin parham-:lm early next
year, S5P gained many sears from districts in the Kosovo
province where Albanian nunority parties boycotted the elec-
tion. Simultaneous elections to the Parliament of the
Montenegrin republic gave the DPS 45 of 70 sears, Nadonal
Concord won 19, Party of Democratic Action 3, Democratic
Alliance of Montenegro 2, and Democratic Union of

Yugoslavia










