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EXPERT SYSTEMS STANDARDS IN DEVELOPING
THE 1US LIBER LEGAL LIBRARY INFORMATION
SYSTEM IN YUGOSLAVIA

S. Lilic, L. Stanojevic, University of Belgrade,
Yugoslavia

SYNOPSIS. Compared to other European countries (e.g. UK,
Norway, France, Germany FR, etc.) the development and
implementation of legal information systems does not have a
strong tradition in Yugoslavia. It was only recently (1986),
that an initiative concerning the development of the PRIS
project - a general judicial (legal) information system in
Yugoslavia, containing several specialized sub-systems
(legislation, court decisions, penal procedure, court
statistics etc.), was enacted. Within the general framework
of the PRIS project, the 1US LIBER legal library sub-system
represents a specialized system of expert (professional)
legal and supporting (social sciences, economy, etc.)
literature, whose main features and status are defined within
the structural and functional framework of PRIS.

The IUS LIBER system is essentially established as a
decentralized (hierarchical) distribution model with
centralized functional coordination. The network features a
host computer syslem that would develop corresponding data
bases. This decentralized (hierarchical} model of the I1US
LIBER system has conditioned its elaboration on the basis of
a distributed on-line processing data base concept, where
cach larger (at universities, law schools, specialized
institutes, government agencies etc.) library system operates
its own computer center with local data bases, that are
subsequently coordinated and processed by the central data
base of the host computer system.

Contrary to Lhe mentioned distribution model, it could
also be argued, that a fully distributed on-line data base
processing system would be a more rational solution for a
specialized information system such as the 1US LIBER system,
as it rests on the principle of non-hierarchical structure of
data bases, and, as opposed to the concept of a decentralized
(hierarchical) distribution model with centralized functional
coordination, features a structure without "central control”.
Generally speaking, these particular "negative features" of
the 105 LIBER system can, under certain preconditions, be
surpassed by "iInjecting"” fully distributed data base factors
with expert system standards supported by probability logic,
as well as formal guantitative instruments for monitoring and
evaluating the "user-system" communicaltion interface.
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