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In modem socicty, collecting, processing and transmitting information
L can be regarded as a principle public function of government and public
agencics on all community Ievels. This view of the public administration as
processor of recorded information can be illustrated with many examples
from different areas of public activity. The (remendous growth of the
"computer environment” unquestionably challenges the traditional legal
interprefation in such areas as conlracls, properly, patents and copyright
protection, public records, data sccurity and privacy. The privacy issue,
incorporaling data protection and computcr sccurity questions, has surged -
both conceplually and practically into the focus of legislative, judicial and
administrative legal inferest. It is within the scope of a today's computer
sociely, the "assault on privacy” and with it data protection have become the
quint essential privacy issue. Most developed nations have established some
kind of expert body to analyze and study the question of data protection and
privacy in the public and private scclor and have proposed and applied
various types of legal regulatory and prolection mechanisms. An overview of
data protection and compuler systems security is given for the following
. countries: Sweden, France, The Federal Republic of Germany, United
Kingdom, United Staftes, Japan and, particularly Yugoslavia.

The last decades have been characterized by the expanding growth in the technology
of collecting, processing and transmitting data and information.

As the growth of information sources multiply, not only in the field of science and
technology, but in other arcas of social and individual activity - from economy and
education to public scrvices and law, this phenomenon is often described in terms of an
"information explosion”.

Information has always been an important factor in governing public affairs. It is
the image of [iles and records, of protocols and dossiers containing information on a
particular matter or person that symbolize government and public agencics at work.

In modern sociely, collecting, processing and transmitting information can be
regarded as a principle public function of government and public agencies on all
community levels. The task of government and public service can be scen as a general
need o carry out administrative and social functions in an efficient, economic and legal
manner, This view of the public administration as processor of recorded information can
be illustrated with many examples from diffcrent areas of public activity - from tax
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rapidly growing array of computer-bascd surveillance techniques..."

As modern industrial and social systems grow more complex, government
regulatory and administrative functions incrcase. On the other hand, the large
governmental and administrative burcaucratic organizational systems become models for
industrial enterprises and public service institutions.

[n such social and administrative cnvironments, most individuals usually leave a
"record trail” behind their actions in communicating with various government offices,
public agercies and private institutions (birth certificates, school and medical records ctc).
Belore the wide-spread use of computer information processing, collecting and linking
particular bits of information into integrated patterns was technically very difficult, if not
altogether impossible.,

The reason for this was the nature of the data media paper. Finding and malching
paper [iles presented not only a physical and organizational problem, but a financial onc
as well. In addition, the time needed for these operations often greatly diminished the
value of the action itsell,

Today, however, computer-based record systems and electronic communications
networks, make it possible to overcome the time and cost barriers. Computer
information technology permits instant communication linkage - integrated data
processing, of a large number of record systems (for instance, on individuals) litcrally in
seconds. Within this general conitext, the whole complexity and contradiction of a
number of legal issues come into focus.”
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